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Furman reports 
Top profs: Meritorious Teaching , Advising 
G ra n ier i 's ta lent 
i n  c lassroom 
worthy of  app lause 
As chair o f  Furman's history 
department, Marian Strobel is used 
to sitting in on the classes of 
untenured professors and evaluating 
their teaching methods. So it was 
nothing out of the ordinary when 
she decided to pay a visit last spring 
to a Western Civil ization class taught by Ronald Granieri, an assistant 
professor of history who was in his third year at the university. 
But after Granieri led the class through a spirited discussion of 
George Orwell's 1984 and received a standing ovation when the period 
ended, she knew that the hour had been anything but routine. Because 
even though Strobel had seen students politely applaud a professor's 
efforts at the end of a term, she had never seen students anywhere 
burst into spontaneous applause at the conclusion of a single lecture. 
"It was pretty incredible," she says. "It was two o'clock in the 
afternoon on a beautiful spring day, and he had everybody's attention. 
Then, when the class was over, the students stood up and applauded." 
As it turns out, the ovation was one of several Granieri received 
during the term. Stan Sulkowski, a sophomore from Goose Creek, 
S.C.,  who was in the course last spring, remembers the students 
applauding Granieri on at least two other occasions. 
"He would give a great lecture - just do some really powerful 
stuff - and we felt like we had to acknowledge it," Sulkowski says. 
"Nobody ever planned to do it. He would finish his lecture, we would 
look around at each other, and we just knew it was time to applaud." 
That sort of testimonial goes a long way toward explaining why 
the 33-year-old Granieri was selected to receive the Alester G. Furman, 
Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching for 1 999-
2000. He is the youngest (as well as just the third nontenured) professor 
to win the award, which has been given since 1 969. 
"It was a pleasant surprise," says Granieri, who received the award 
at the spring Commencement. "I was caught completely off guard. 
People are still teasing me about the look on my face after my name 
was called." 
A native of Niagara Falls, N.Y., Granieri joined the Furman faculty 
in the fall of 1 997 after graduating from Harvard University and 
receiving his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Chicago. 
In addition, he spent a term studying in Germany during his college 
days, which convinced him to concentrate on German history as an 
academic discipline and gave him the opportunity to meet his wife, 
Jenni, who was also studying overseas at the time. 
"That's why I ' m  an especially strong supporter of international 
education," he says. 
He spent one year as a visiting professor at Susquehanna University 
in Pennsylvania, where he finished his dissertation, before coming to 
Furman. More importantly, he kept a promise. He had made an 
unofficial vow that he would have his Ph.D. and a job by age 30, and 
he came in just under the wire. He turned 30 a few days after his first 
classes started at Furman. 
"I just made it," he says. 
And if  you're receiving standing ovations after your lectures, 
you've got to figure that you've picked the right career. 
- Vince Moore 
Te lephone ca l l  
p ivota l to Pri nce 's 
career path 
In 1 967 Bill Prince graduated from 
the University of Georgia with a 
degree in education and imme­
diately prepared to begin a career 
as a high school Spanish teacher. 
Then 22 years old, he had 
signed a teaching contract with East 
Fannin High School in his tiny hometown of Morganton, Ga. But as 
he was packing his bags to leave Athens, he received a telephone call 
from the dean of Young Harris Junior College. 
Prince had attended Young Harris, a school located near Morganton, 
before heading to Georgia - and had apparently i mpressed a few 
faculty members. The dean asked Prince to return to Young Harris to 
fill in for a Spanish instructor who was taking a one-year sabbatical. 
"That phone call was a big, big factor in my future plans," says 
Prince, winner of this year's Alester G.  Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle 
Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching. 
Prince was released from his high school teaching contract and 
joined the Young Harris staff. He quickly fell in love with faculty life 
at the quiet residential college and soon decided that his life's work 
would be college teaching. But he needed more education. 
After one year at Young Harris, Prince re-enrolled at Georgia and 
eventually earned master's and doctoral degrees. He served as an 
assistant professor of Spanish and French at Wesleyan College in 
Macon, Ga., from 1 972 to 1 980 before joining the Furman faculty. 
Prince says that although the telephone call from Young Harris 
changed his plans, he probably would have been happy teaching at 
any level. 
"I really enjoy teaching," he says. "I've never had any other goal 
and I am never more content than when I am in the classroom. My 
colleagues will laugh when they read this, but I don't enjoy the summers 
when I am not teaching. I long for the fall term each year." 
Learning a foreign language can be frustrating and intimidating, 
especially for students studying a language for the first time. But 
many of Prince's students discover that their apprehension melts away 
after a few days in his class. 
"Starting the first day, Dr. Prince made learning Spanish easy and 
fun," said one student who nominated him for the teaching award. 
"He eased my fear and encouraged me to talk a little every day in class 
until I became completely comfortable. Dr. Prince makes jokes and 
teases with us throughout the entire class to keep us upbeat and excited. 
He is always positive, and his attitude spreads to his students." 
Prince says he emphasizes communication before grammar, verb 
tense and other language particulars that can baffle even the best 
students. "I want my students to leave the class each day being able 
to say something new," he says. 
As a member of the modern languages and literatures department, 
Prince is in good company. Since 1 997, four of his colleagues - Jane 
Chew, David Morgan, Sofia Kearns and David Bost - have also been 
recognized with either the meritorious teaching or advising award. 
"We have a very compatible department and get along real well," 
he says. "We share our ideas and talk about books and teaching 
techniques that work and don't work." 
- John Roberts 
